
right, tod not desiring to occupy the time of the 8enate by
discussion, I aball content myself with asking for the yew
and nays.
The tms and nava were ordered.
Mr. 8EWARD. I call for the reading of the amendment,

or will the mover state ita effect '

Mr. DICKINSON. The effect will be to leave the law

preciaely as it oow is, except that Senators will not be allow,

.d constructive mileage. The motion ia to strike out that

|>ortion of the bill which makes a further change in the law.
Mr. CHA8E. If I understood the chairman of the com¬

mittee correctly, be stated before that the proposition in regard
to constructive mileage would be retained if hie motion was

agreed to. The question that we are now to vote on, then,
Is aimply, shall the House provision, which limits the milesge
to $3,000 on the west side of the Rocky Mountains, and to

#1,000 on this side, be agreed to ? That is simply the

question.
Mr. DICKIN80N. There are perhaps two questions pre-

sented. The first is on striking out the provision restricting
the amount of mileage to #1,000 on this side, and $2,000 on

the other side of the Rocky Mountains. This is the question
on which I now aak a vote ; the other I have not raised, and
shall leave it to some other Senator to do so. I allude to the
following provision :

" Nor snail any member of the Senate receive mileage for

any session of that body which may be called within thirty
days after the adjournment of both Houses of Congress, unless
the travel for which such mileage is charged has been actually
performed."

Mr. WALKER. In order that there may be no further
misunderstanding on the subject, I will read what it is pro¬
posed to strike out. [Mr. W. then read the clause ai moved
to be stricken out by Mr. Dickinsos.]

Mr. BADGER. I shall vote for this amendment, sir;
and after the question is taken, whether the amendment per-
?ails or not, I shall submit a motion to strike out the residue
of the proviso. The particular part of the proviso now pro¬
posed to be stricken out is one which I look upon as vicious
in principle and wrong and injurious to a considerable num¬
ber of the members of this body and of the other house, and
even if it were free from those objections, it is brought for¬
ward in a manner so objectionable as not to be entitled to the
support and consideration of the 8enate. In the first place,
I tay that, it is vicious in principle. It undertakes to estab
lish a rule by which the mileage of membera of Congress is
to be computed, that has no foundation in reason or in justice.
No member redding east of the Rocky Mountains is to re¬

ceive more than $1,000, and no member residing west of
them is to receive more than $2,000 ! As if the difference
between the distances of members residing east or west re¬

spectively, of this range of mountains from the Capitol, was

so very inconsiderate as amongst themselves, that no larger
.urn should be allowed to any' of them living east of that
range than $1,000 ! A member may come here, who, ac¬

cording to the eiiating rate of compensation, shall be entitled
to $1,000, and he is to receive it j another may come here
who, according to the existing rate of compensation, is enti¬
tled to $2,500.that is, the distance from his residence shall
be more than twice aa great as the former.and yet he is en¬

titled to receive no more than the $1,000. I pray you, sir,
where is the justice, reason, or propriety in such a provision
as that ? In my judgment there is none. In the next place
it is proposed to estimate the distance upon a totally false
principle of computation, and one utterly irreconcilable and
inconsistent with the subMquent part of the proviso, which is
not embraced by this motion, but which will be embraced by
a motion I shall aubmit to the Senate. <

Mr. BERRIEN moved to strike out all of the proviso.
Mr. BADGER. I am sorry the motion did not embrace

the whole subject. The proposition reads, " the mileage of
Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall hereafter be
computed on the route by which the mails are transported."
Pray, why should the route by which mails are transported be
.elected, any more than the route pursued by the telegraph
wirea ? No reason can be assigned for it. It is perfectly arbi¬
trary, and the House of Representatives might just as well
have tsken sny other imaginable rule. Why should it be
selected ? If the mail route be the usual road of travel,
then there is no need of the provision at all, for by the law as

it stands we are restricted to the usual road. I pray you,
then, what has the mail route to do with the compensation of
a member ? If the mail could be transported between,two
points on a distance of 200 miles, what possible relation,'
what imaginable connexion can there be between that fact
and the compensation of a member whose usual road of travel
between these points should be 2,000 miles ? None in the
world. But then, in the next place, those who framed this
proposition were entirely inconsistent with themselves, and
by the subsequent part of the clause they have themselves
demonstrated the falsity of the rule laid down in the first part
of it. The first part of it declares, as I have stated, that the
mileage shall be computed, not according to the usual road
of travel but by the distance of the mail route, and then the
subsequent part of the proposition is that in the circumstances
there mentioned no member of this body shall receive mile¬
age unless the travel for which such mileage is charged
has been actually performed. Well, now, if he is to be
paid for actually performing the travel, is it not undeniable
that he should be paid according to the route travelled ? If the
mail route is to be selected, if that is to be the route by
which his compensation is computed, I pray you, what have
we to do with actual travel ? 8o that, in any point of view
in which the matter can be presented, it is, to my mind, un¬

just and unreasonable.
I will now mention another consideration which to me is

of yet higher moment. I have no personal interest rn this
question.no more than any gentleman in the United 8tates
who is not a member of Congrets. If I were capable, which
I trust I am not, of being influenced by any considerations
merely personal to myself and entirely irrespective of what is
due to others, I should feel no interest in this subject at all.
But here it is proposed to strike down the mileage of gentle¬
men who belong to this House and to the other, so that it
shall not exceed the sum of one thousand dollars. Well,
what is the compensation given for ' The constitution says
it is given for our services, and most undoubtedly the consti¬
tution did not intend that we should serve for less than would
pay our expenses while we were engaged in rendering those
services. Now, I have a very simple and easy mode of sat¬
isfying myself as to what is just and right towards others. It
is this if to my own pay and mileage were added the largest
amount of mileage which is received by any member of this
body, which I believe is that paid to the 8enatorfrom Texas,
not now in his seat (Mr. Hone-row,) some $2,500, I should
sti find myself, at the end of the session, several hundred
dollars behindhand in paying my expenses.
A 8xw4tor. You must have been extravagant.
Mr. BADGER. .No, sir, I am not extravagant; my

friend is mistaken. Now, if there is any gentleman who is
a member of this body whose compensation, under the law as
it now exists, will enable him to defray his expenses here, I,
for one, will never give my consent to reduce that compensa¬
tion below what is the least the constitution of the United
¦States must have intended every member of Conferees should
have. But this is not stating the whole matter. I know
how it is mysAf; my own private professional business at
home is utterly destroyed and gone, near as I live to the seat
of government j and, as a matter of course, gentlemen who
come here from distant districts, and whose homes are thou¬
sands of miles from the seat of government, must find that
effect produced on them in an equal degree as on myself.
Then I have another mode of ascertaining what is right and
proper towards others by putting myself in their place. Now,
I would far rather attend a session of Congress in Washing¬
ton, without a cent of mileage, than to attend one at 8t.
'.Louis, or even at Louisville, or any other of those attractive
places in the far West, ifthe mileage was $5,000. It makes
a vast difference to a gentleman to be able to be where, un¬
der extraordinary circumstances, he can command a commu¬
nication with his family, or can transfer himself to his home
and give his personal attention to his business with the least
possible delay. Now, I have heard a great deal said, and
every body else has beard it said throughout the country.it
is in the newspapers, it is talked on the stump, and it ia aaid
sometimes on the floor of Congress.about the abuses, the
outrages, and the impositions of this system. Sir, I do not
admit the truth of these charges. I aay that the compensation
.the largest that is paid.is not too much ; and I should be
sorry, becaure I cannot level up my own compensation to
what is right, to be disposed to level down that of others be¬
low what is right. I regret that this matter has been present-

sir <*Bpa®'a'n 'n f°rnn by the House of Representatives.
Mr. President, I have other objections to this measure. I

agree with the distinguished gentleman who, at the com-
mencement of this session, was one of the 8enstors from
ou h Carolina, and who two years ago took decided and

? °ng,r*n ' 88 'bought, just and proper views on this sub-
J. ' n.nTr V * ?rp m,leaB8* I am so independent of all
the considerations I have st.ted, because I represent an At-

ffovernrnent' because I would fasten this seat of
government to i s present location for all time, or aa Ions aa
this Union shall last, which I hope will be for all time. And,although I am perfectly satisfied myself that under the con¬
stitution Congress has no more power to remove the seat of
government tban it has to repeal the consti.ution-thoTgh I
am satisfied that (be whole authority of Congress is functuscfficio was exhausted and ended when it accepted this terrt
tory for the seat ofgovernment, and that it then became th.
permanent seat of government, and its location a part of ih.
constitution itself-yet still, we all know that when men
have the disposition and will to accomplish a thing, the means
will not be long found wanting. And I am not for giving
gentlemen, who come here at great trouble and inconve¬
nience to themselves and at great loss in their private affairs,
and if they do not receive an adequate compensation, withths
necessary consequence of adding to it, the breaking up of all
their social and domestic connexions during a long session of
Congress.I am not for giving ihem or their constituents a
motive to desire a removal of the seat of government. I do
n°t want to set it moving towards the Rocky mountains.
whether it shall go the other side or stop on this side ; I want
it to remain here, where our fathers placed it. I want it to
stand for all time as one permanent seat of the Government
of the Cnitcd State*.
,

Mr. CHASE. I bad no design, when I stated that I was

opposed to this amendment and in favor of the proposition as

it came from the Houae, of leading to any debate, nor do I
now piopoae to protract the diacuaaion beyond a briefexplana¬
tion of my views. It ia aaid by the Senator from North Caro¬
lina (Mr. Bajiobb) that compensation of member* should
bear some proportion to their expenaea. That ia true. I am
in favor of a fair and proper rate of compenaation ; and if
Senators think that the preeent rate is not large enough, let
them bring forward a proposition to increaae it But let it
be increased under ita own name.compensation not that of
mileage, and Jet it be equal to all. The object of this propo¬
sition from the House, if I understand it, is to equalize, in
somedegree, the compenaation of member* of CoDgress, which
it is wellknown is now made up of the itema of per diem and
mileage, and ia grossly unequal. The effect of the proposi¬
tion, if agreed to, will be not to equalise it perfectly by any
means, but merely to approximate towards what ia desirable.
There ia no reaaon for paying one member vastly more than
another. The services of a member who comes from Ohio,
for instsnce, are worth no more than those of a member who
comes from Maryland. And yet the difference in compensa¬
tion ariaing out of difference of mileage is very considerable.
By adopting the limitations proposed by the House we shall
make a beginning towards equality This matter baa been
discussed here too much, as if Senators alone were concerned
in it. But such is not the fact. The members of the other
house are quite aa largely concerned and are quite as likely
to expreas the true judgment of the country on this question
as we are. Theii opinion is in favor of a reduction of the
larger amount of mileage. It is in fsvor of fixing a limit be¬

yond which, on this side of the Rocky mountains and on the
other, mileage ahall not go. That limitation probably goes
as far towards equality aa is practicable, as things now stand.
Ifthe Senator from North Carolina will bring forward any propo¬
sition which will accompliah the desired end more efficiently
than the bill from the House, I will very cheerfully support
it; but I shall oppose every proposition calculated to embarraas
this scheme of reduction before us, and thua defeat all refurm.
I shall prolong thia diacuaaion no further.

Mr. EWING. I do not entirely like the proposition of
the House, and yet I do not know that it would be adviaable
to atrike it out. There ia much irregularity in the pay given
to members of Congress who live very near together, arising
out of the different estimates of mileage. From my State of
Ohio there ia a very considerable difference, probably of one

or two hundred miles, where the individuals reside within
twenty or thirty miles of each other, owing to the different
mode of eatimate which they make of mileage. This ia an

irregularity which ought to be corrected in some way or other.
I do not know which it is best to do.whether to adopt the
proposition here, as to the manner in which the mileage shall
be computed, or to require it to be computed by the routes on

which the mails are tranaported, on a certificate from the
Poat Office Department, showing the route and distance, in¬
stead of having it merely certified to by the member or Sena¬
tor himself. Perhaps that might be well. But I do not
think the compensation this bill allows to members west of
the Rocky Mountains, er those who reside near the base of
those mountains, and at auch an immense distance, from the
Capitol, a sufficient one. It allows them but $2,000 at the
outside. It is complained that members from Maryland, and
Virginia, and Pennsylvania, and other States near here, do
not receive as much compensation as those residing at a

greater distance, because the compensation is made up in
part of this item of mileage. Now, supposing the mileage
to be fairly and truly estimated, I do not think there is any
reason in that complaint. The member from Maryland,
Virginia, or Pennsylvania, or from any where within a day's
reach of the Capitol, can visit his home when his business
requires it, no matter what that business may be, and his per
diem goes on during his absence.
The question was then taken on striking out the first clause,

and the yeas and nays being ordered and taken, the result
was as follows:
YLA8.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Cooper,

Missinippi, Dickinson, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas,
Downs, Foote, Greene, Houston, Hunter, Jones, Mangum,

' Sebastian, Smith, Soule, Sturgeon, Walker,
and Yulee.24
..NAY^*?essrs. Barnwell, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Cass,
Chase, Clark, Clay, Dawson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Ewing,
relch, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, King, Morton, Norris, Seward,
Spruance, Underwood, Wales, and Winthrop.23.
So the motion to strike out was agreed to.
The question was then taken on striking out the second

proviso, in part, as follows :

'''-Andprovidedfurther. That no member of either branch
ot Congress, residing east of the Rocky mountains, shall re¬
ceive more than one thousand dollars mileage for each ses¬
sion 4 and no such member or delegate residing west of the
Kocky mountains shall receive more than two thousand dol¬
lars mileage for each session."
The yeas and nays having been ordered, they were taken,

with the following result: . .

VEAS-.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Benton,
Bright, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Cooper, Davis, ot Mississippi,
Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas,
Downs, Lwing, Felch, Foote, Fremont, Greene, Gwin, Hale,
Houston, Hunter, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk,

' SJ?i,h' Sou,e» Sturgeon, Walker, Yulee.36.
WAYS.Messrs. Berrien, Chase, Clay, Dawson, Hamlin,

Norris, Seward, Spruance, Underwood,Wales,Winthrop.11.
Mr. BADGER. I now move to strike out the remaining

portion of that proviso. It ia in these words :
" 'hall any member of the Senate receive mileage for

any session ot that body which may be called within thirty days
alter the adjournment of bath Houses of Congress, unless the

formed r ,uc^ mileage is charged has actually been per-

It will be observed that this provision, made in! 'he appro¬
priation bill, has been inserted by the House of Representa¬
tives for the special benefit.or otherwise, as the ca*e may
be.of this body. I shall express no opinion as to the deli¬
cacy or propriety of the House of Representatives undertaking
to introduce into this bill a provision which is specially aimed
at the members of the Senate. That is a question for them,
upon which they have a right to form their own conclusion,
and act upon it. But, in the first place, I wish to say that
the amendment of the law proposed by the House in this pro¬
viso is founded upon a total misapprehension, as I think, of
the law to which it applies. That proviso is, that no mem¬
ber of the Senate shall receive mileage for any session called
within thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of
Congress, unless the travel for which such mileage is charged
has been actually performed. Now, sir, there is not one
word, syllable, or letter in the act of 1818 which either ex¬

presses or implies that any distance is to be travelled as a
condition to receive compensation for mileage. It is an act
fixing the compensation of the members of the two Houses of
Congress, and the provision in that law is intended to give
them a " compensation " composed of two estimated sums ;
one a per diem allowance during the attendance of the mem¬
bers upon the duties of their respective houses, and the other
a certain sum of money, to be computed by the distance from
their respective residences to the seat of Congress; not for
travelling, not because it is either required or supposed that,
in order to be entitled to it, they must necessarily have tra¬
velled that distance. The principle of the act is a very ob-
vious one. It is to furnish a compensation to the members of

.

l*° Houses for their services, and the mode adopted for
" tha' '¦ b? PV'Og ¦ certain amount for the estima¬

ted distance of the residence of the members, which certain
"d compensation remain the same, wheiher the

Sh«.h!, f*1 dl"tance or not* 11 « very immaterial
whether, at the close of a session of Congress, a member,
£e Viroin;

' °r bu,ineM» or convenience, goes to

rfI? Pnn<?' ',°T t0 New Y°*. or remains at the

itn«» 1 '¦ a matter of no sort of importance;
t0 66 a of any importance ,

Th
m m<?l °r "hape made " matter of im-

jwrtance. The member, of the two Houses are not employed
« £;ve,!,rng » *h°7 are not mail "gents, they are not o'ost-
l»V.hln ! K.t0,r,TeL Thewhole object of the

I J °
,T ; be ^ole .<* -bows it, because there is not a

word said about travelling from the beginning to the end of it.
th6 "P00* and upon the

whole, of attending a session of Congress in this city, would
be greater to one who came from . distance, and generally
in proportion to the distance, than to those who lived near,
and as a mode adopted for 'he purpose of accomplishing
what was necessary to compensate for the addiUonal inconve
nience and expense, the framers of the law added to the per
diem for attending the respective Houses, the sum estimated
m proportion to the distance. Therefore this particular pro-
vi*°n, wb'ch I now propose to strike out, is founded upon a

misapprehension of the act of 1818.
In the next place, it proposes to introduce into the law

what has never been introduced before ; that is, to pay mem¬
bers of Congress for actuil travel. Now, permit me to sav
if this is proper with regarJ to a special session of Congress!
it is equally proper with regard to a regular session. Sup!
pose, then, that when Congress adjourns at the end of Sep¬
tember, a gentleman finds it more convenient to remain heie
than to go bome, why should his compensation for the next
session be lost or diminished ? Is he at less expense ?
Surely not. Are his services less valuahle to the country be¬
cause he has remained here than they would be if he had
gone home ' Would the country be benefited by his travel¬
ling ' Are his constituents interested in his travelling ?
Surely not, Well, if this is true with regard to a regular
session of Congress, I beg to know if it is not equally true
with regard to a special session of the Senate ? I defy any
«»»o "how a difference between the two cases.

Well, here is a special session of Congress, called, we will
suppose, within ten days after the adjournment of Congress.
r^*n' at distance I am from my residence, step into the

,1... jl0!. 7" home, and stay two or three nights and

savs 'th,".J® ? th'VP«»«l ""ion. Well, if I do that,
shall be enthU^0,*"10'! wb'c'1 * baf® moved to strike out, I

p«toi£t!rv° -j?*8*11,01 «< '"""i- »i>o b.p-
take up the ides "rh °» k° *nd re,Qrn» or wbo happen to

KK," *. count,y » not deeply interred in

country, to remain be« iJtl ' ",nd qU,te V we" for ,he
which areexpJ^^JV"^ '° t0 tbe du,i"

mileage.
hands, they are not to receive this

Again : tbi* proviso aaya, " lor any session of that body
which may be called within thirty (Jay a after Ihe adjourn¬
ment" the actual travel must be performed. Why thirty
days ' If the provision is a proper one at all, it is juat as

proper to say within forty daya, or fifty, or sixty daya. Yea,
sir, and so much the more proper, because there ia ao much
longer time within which they may have an opportunity to
do this travelling, so important to the nation; and yet they
have contumaciously refused to do it. Tbeiefora, the longer
the Ume, the more proper certainly that a member ahould for¬
feit his mileage for default of travelling.

I am sorry, really aorry, to see that provision in this bill.
It is bad enough that members of this body should be subjected
to the aseaulta of demagogism in every quarter of the country;
that stumps should be mounted, and that two-penny newa-
papera ahould be engiged in endeavoring to make capital by
attacks upon members of the Senate by reason of their mileage
at an extra session. Thst is enough, quite enough ; but to
have the members of the House of Representatives come for¬
ward and take sides in this assault is quite too much. Per¬
mit me to say, *.hat while I would be willing to enter into an
investigation of this subject upon a proper occasion and in a

proper manner, I, for one, wili never be willing to aubmit to
such an attempt as the present at interference with the com¬
pensation of Senators, as now established by law.

Mr. CLAY. I hope I may escape the imputation of dema-
gogUm in the expression of an opipion of the most decided
approbation of the provision which it is now proposed to strike
out. 8ir, I differ entirely with the Senator from North Caro¬
lina on the aubject of the allowance for mileage. It never en¬
tered into the mind of Congress that mileage was a part of the
compensation for services rendered here. It was intended to
defray the expenses which a member might incur in travelling
from his home to the seat of government. At the time it waa
first fixed at six dollars for every twenty miles it was not at
all unreasonable. The want of facilities for intercourae ren¬
dered it proper that it should be fixed at that amount at
that period. And even in 1818, when the power of steam
waa not used, both upon water and land, as it is now, when
they received eight dollara for every twenty milea travel, it
was a proper allowance. But, owing to the great alteration
which has taken place in the locomotive powers of man, in
consequence of the facilities of intercourse which we now have,
I think the sum ia higher than it should be. But there
is do intention on the part of the House, in this proposition,
to disturb this allowance. The Senator from North Caro¬
lina says that the House haa not shown a proper sense of deli¬
cacy towards the Senate, because the Senate alone ia to be
operated upon by this provision. Caaes may arise in which
the House may be affected by it also. There may be circum¬
stances requiring a call of a session of the House immediately
after the close ef a session.

Mr. BADGfiR. That makes the indulgence the more

proper.
Mr. CLAY. I differ entirely. We are legislating here

upon a common subject, and each House haa a right to con¬
sider of what may be proper and necessary in respect to the
other. The honorable Senator, in the course of his observa¬
tions this morning, remarked that if twenty-five hundred dol¬
lars were added to what he receives both for per diem and
mileage, it would be inadequate for his expenses for a year.
Sir, if this is the case, I recommend to my friend to practice
a little of that economy which I would like to tee introduced
more extenaively into the operations of the Government. His
situation reminds me of an anecdote which I beg pardon for
relating. I voted for that compensation bill; and on that oc¬
casion I addressed an audience which was in favor of all the
provisions of the bill, who were to be the recipients of the al¬
lowances so made. Then every body was pleased with the
speech, as every body is now pleased with the speech which
the honorable Senator from North Carolina has made this
morning. And I happened to say what my friend said, that
at the end of the session I could not make both ends meet.
Some time afterwards I was travelling with my family in the
State of Pennsylvania, and I recollect an incident that occur¬
red at Uniontown. I was in my own carriage, and for con¬
venience I happened to have four horses ; ndt very expensive
horses, to be sure, though they looked very well, and were

quite pert. My brother-in-law, Mr. Brown, was also travel¬
ling in company with me, with his cariisge, and his estab¬
lishment was much finer than mine. While we stopped at
Uniontown I stepped into a confectioner's shop, near the
hotel, to purchase some articles for the use of the children, and
while there the carriages were driven by the shop, and a boy
standing by me, not knowing who I was, said to me, '*Look
at that, look at that; have you ever seen any thing like that
in these mountains before ? It is no wonder that fellow can¬
not make both ends meet when he uses such carriages."
[Laughter.] Now, if my friend from North Carolina incurs
a little more expense than is absolutely'necessary when he re¬

quires an addition of twenty-five hundred dollars to the liberal
allowance made us here, I have nothing more to say.
But the proposition is to revive the practice of constructive

mileage. Sir, without desiring to give offence to the present
company, I would say that, in my humble opinion, no per¬
sonal abuse of the privileges which pertain to a member of
Congress, as they exist under the present Government, is
greater than that growing out of constructive mileage. I will
not go into technicality of the law. The principle of mileage
was founded upon the actual travel. That is the basis;
travel, real or supposed, in every case. Neither in supposi¬tion nor in'reality can there be any thing but travel to form
the basis of the allowance for mileage to members of Con¬
gress. These are my individual opinions, and I express them
without intending to reflect upon any other gentleman who
has taken a different view. They are convictions which it is
impossible to eradicate from my mind. I shall therefore vote
with pleasure to retain the provision made in the House of
Representatives ; that is, to terminate this system ofconstruc¬
tive mileage.
Mr. BADGER. I am extremely obliged to the honorable

Senator from Kentucky for the advice which he has given
me in regard to the regulation of my domestic concerns; but
be will permit me to say that I might give him some advice in
relation to the same subject which, in my opinion, he would
do well to follow.

I choose when I come here to bring my family(with me ; I
choose to be at home here j I do not choose for eight, nine,
or ten long months of a year to live myself in one place,
and to have my family in another. I bring them here to
live where I have to live. I cheerfully admit that I could
live here at much less cost if I choose to deprive myself of
the privilege of asking a friend to dinner, and to cut myselfoff from the enjoyment of all the domestic and social rela¬
tions of life. If I were to live here alone, if I were to refuse
myself the exercise of that reasonable amount of hospitality
which, without ostentation or extravagance, I am accustomed
to dispense at home, I freely concede to the honorable Sena¬
tor from Kentucky that I could live upon less than I
now do, and perhaps upon less than my page ; but that is a
mode of living I do not choose. This is a subject, however,
on which every gentleman must judge for himself. For my¬
self, while I am not knowingly profuse, I trust I shall always
be liberal, while I have the means of liberality at my com¬
mand.
Now, Mr. President, to return from this short, but neces¬

sary digreasion about personal matters, to the question before
the Senate. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky con¬
ceives that constructive mileage is one of the greatest abuses
ever practised ; and he considers it a clear and undeniable
proposition that this allowance for mileage was made for the
purpose of covering the expenses of actual travel. The ho¬
norable Senator certainly has as much right to entertain and
expresa his opinion as any other man. I differ from him,
however, in both particulars; and I may be permitted to say
that at no distant day in the past, every member of this body
with the exception perhaps of two or three, entertained the
opinion which I entertain, and not that which the honora¬
ble Senator from Kentucky has expressed.

This question has been considered.fully and ably consi¬
dered.by gentlemen who had no personal interest in it what¬
ever. The late Vice President of the United 8tates, (Mr.
Da lias,) and the late Attorney General of the United 8tates,
(Mr. Johwsow,) and I may add that both by the latter and
the former gentleman the opinions which I entertain, and
have expressed, have been established by a train of reason¬
ing, to my understanding, absolutely conclusive. I will say,
also, that gentlemen, members of this body of the highest
intellectual capacity.the distinguished gentleman from Massa¬
chusetts, for example, now at the head of the 8tate Depart¬
ment ; the late distinguished 8enator from South Carolina,
(Mr. Calhoun,) and the gentleman who is now at the head
of the Treasury Department.I might mention other names
of equal or almoat equal fame.were clearly satisfied with
that interpretation, that the mileage was just and lawful,
and that it was no abuse to avail themselves of that law,and to take what lawfully belonged to them. Now, that ia
the opinion which I entertain, and upon which I have acted.
Every gentleman in this body who thinks, in the first place,thst the original interpretation was wrong ; or, in the second
place,.who thinks that it would be an abuse to take the
money, can adapt bia conduct to his opinions. If the origi¬nal interpretation was wrong, he can vote for retaining this
clause ; and if he thinks it is an abuse of a right, althoughit is a right, there is no compulsion upon him to take the
compensation. I think neither; and so long as the law
gives it to me, I shall continue te receive it, until I find that
my receipts from the Government exceed my expenditure ;
and when that event shall hsppen, I do not say that I will
no longer receive it, but I will then take the matter into my
most serious consideration. [Much laughter.]

Mr. DICKINSON. If we are to have these appropria¬tions made, it appears to me to lie absolutely necessary (hat
this bill should be passed to-day. It ia now three o'clock,and there are, doubtless, many amendments yet to be offered.
I hope the vote will be taken.

Mr. EWING. I wish to aay a word in respect to this
smendment. I do not like the provision in the bill, nor do I
like to strike it out. It is wrong, but with sn smendment it
may be made right. As this provision stands, a member who
resides near enough to this plaee to go home and return be¬
fore the extra session commences, receives his mileage ; but
the member who resides so far off that he cannot go home re¬
ceives no mileage nor per diem during the recess. This ia
wrong. I would propose to amend the provision before the
vote is taken on atriking it out so that it will read as follows:

"y ¥mh? « Senate reed,, an .mount of
?r *WJfmoa of that body which mar be called with-

'°
- |"r y ^fL'j* adjournment of both Houses of Con-

Sill a"ra brtl^ hT dkrwlfor member*, for the time which
rue betuecti the regular and the called session."

I/that he inserted it will be r««on.ble and right. The

P"fTf?,7.° T^" here wi" receiv« «ight dollars per day,
*moant to more «han that sum for

he period between the sessions. If it would amount to less,
h.mJL°. i^euL L

m*11 who reiidM a* . greater distance
ought not to be kppt here for thirty days.
The question k»ing taken on the amendment to the amend¬

ment, it was rejtxted.
hJt?JXS^JlT r!CUrred 00 tho motio° amend the

North cSSSLT ^ " pr°P°~d ^ th* f'°»

(Zt>~ king taken on thi motioll, resulted as

otYM^h^t? Berrien, Clarke, Davis,
Massachusetts Ihvis, of Mississippi, Douglas, Downs

znsrsj'&j** J.-. iSsnHsis
VavTV ' ¥**«»» Soule, and Yulee-Sl.

Ss H."X;
wood, Wales, Walk<r, Whitcomb, and Winthrop.88.
m,nxfe?f* °* ". .+«*¦
Mr. oAIHvER. I which j wUfa |Q

have come in at the :welfth line, after the word " dollars "

ht'h ,h® seMui *biu> 1^^
for it. By the thirj section of the act of 1818, fixing the
compensation of menbera of Congress, it is provided :

lh*."'d wmpensstion which shall be due to the

th^Srwd Sit 5s?'Jutf r^fied by the Pre,ident

.fcCw Ink; - r , ,be due to the repreaentativea and

shalTb^DaS iTrohr 1 th® *pemker' «nd lt»e same

treasury.^ accounts, and paid out of the public

wa« adoptedL0n Uke° °n tk® amendment. and it

Mr. HAMLIN I have been instructed by the Committee
on Commeroe toofer the following amendment:

,,Urf*bWJU' life-t»oat., and other mean, for
f.k r^!lo * and Property shipwrecked on the coast

^e#F . , ..ten thousand dollars, to be expended
sury "

° 40 d,recti°n of the Secretary of the Trea-

This ia amatter which the Committee on Commerce
have thoroughly considered. It has been the practice for the
last few years to appropriate that sum as auxiliary to the light¬
house system. It has been found very serviceable, and has
been the means of saving many lives. I have no more to say.

1 he amendment was agreed to.
Mr. KING. I ask the attention of the Senate to an amend¬

ment which I propose to come in at line 974. It is tochange
rT,0l!,Dt,0flhe,,ppr0priitlOn which i8m*de in that section

£ ?£ b,,i by 'trlk,n» ont " fifty " and inserting .« one hun¬
dred. The appropriation is made fot the purchase of a site
and the erection of a new custom-home at Mobile, and for
the purchase of a lot on which it is to w built. It is to con-
tam rooms for the accommodation of tie poet office, and also
for the distnet court of the United Staes. It must be appa¬
rent to every 8enator, that it ia utterly mpossible to purchase
a lot and erect such a building as will tnswer the purpose of
that city, the largest inrthe amount of iti commercial business
of any city south of Baltimore, except New Orleans. The
appropriation in the bill for the continuation of the custom¬
house in Charleston ia a hundred thouawd dollars. We ap¬
propriated last session a hundred thousaid dollars for the pur¬
chase of a lot there. All I ask of Coigreas is to give us a

hundred thousand dollars, which is to b> applied both for the
purchase of a lot and the erection of a hiilding. Even with
that appropriation, we shall only be abh to erect a very infe¬
rior building} but aa I am not disposed to ask for extravagant
appropriations, I hope this amendment will be agreed to.
The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. KING. Inasmuch as appropriations have been made

for the construction of rooms for holdiig the district courts of
the United State*, I offer the following amendment:
" For constructing in the city of Montgomery, Alabama, a

court-room for the district court of tie United States and for
a post office, $15,000."

I have information that the rent of rooms in Montgomery
is very great. Owing to its being a new town and the seat
of government, the United States sistrict courts are frequently
unable, when the 8tate courts are in session, to obtain suit¬
able rooms. This is a small appropriation, and I have no
doubt that the citizens of Montgomery, in order to have a

suitable building for the purposes named, would contribute a
considerable sum in addition to this appropriation. I hope this
amendment will prevail.

Mr. DOWN8. Precisely the «ame objections to this ap-
proprlttion wiet which were m«</e in regard to the appro¬
priation asked for the other day f#r Cincinnati and tit. Louis,

^ ?f* ®RIOHT- 1 desire to inquire whether it ia the policy
of this Government tu build coart-houses and post-offices in
the various States of this Unioa. If it is, I Seg to say that
there is no State in the Union in which they ire more neces¬

sary than in my Own. The civil authorities of the State of
Indiana ire subjected to veiy great inconvenience in accom¬
modating the district and c/rcuit courts of the United States.
I object to this amendment because I believe it to be wrong in
principle. If it is adopted, I shall be compelled to atk as

much for Indiana as has been asked for any other State I
would not begin with s»ktog for post offices or any other
buildings which I did not believe connected themselves with
the public service, bat if a precedent is to be set, then I shall
ask that we shall have as much as any other State in the
Union.
Mr. KING. I would be the last mail to ask for an expen¬

diture of the public money unless I believed it to be absolutely
necessary. Whether the precedent be a good one or not, it
has already been set. Appropriations of that kind have been
made. They were made for the city of New Orleans.

Mr. FOOTE offered the following as an amendment to the
amendment :

rtJ'«£n»d * \T °f S15'000 for a lik* purpose for each of
tne Statea of the Union, at the capital of which a court-house

ted lutes'" DOt bCeD bUiU thC of the Uni*

Mr. MANGUM. I should like to nnderstand from the
chairman of the Committee on Finance what is the probable
condition of the Treasury ? I think we have gone far enough
in such appropriations as this. I am perfectly willing, whore
these facilities cannot be afforded in the different 8tates, to
extend them. But in the State which I have the honor to re

present, ever since the adoption of the federal constitution,
the federal courts have been accommodated in the court-houses
of the 8tate judiciary. The idea, I imagine, never entered
the head of any man in that State that the Government should
be put to the expense of erecting or hiring buildings. My
friend and colleague, (Mr. Badgkk,) who is more conversant
with the courts than I am, can testify that the United States
courts have been accommodated frequently at the expense of
the convenience of the St^te courts.
The amendment to the amendment waa rejected. The

amendment was also rejected.
Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the bill by addina

the following, at line 1135 :

"For the salary of John Catlin, as Secretary and Acting
Governor of Wisconsin Territory, from the 10th day of June
1848, to the 4th day of March, 1849, being eight months and
twenty-two days, at the rate of $2,500 per annum, $1,838 77." I
The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. 80ULE. I have been reminded by my colleague in
the other House.the member from the first Congressional
district of Louisiana, (Mr. Li 8kri).-that through a mis¬
conception on the part of the Committee of Ways and Means
of the requisition made by the Treasury Department for the
custom-house now in progress of construction at New Or¬
leans, a sum of one hundred thousand dollars only hsd been
appropriated by the bill before ns. I hold in my hand a note

explanatory of that error in which the chairman of the Com¬
mittee of Ways and Means in the other House (Mr. Batit)
has addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Finance of
the Senate. Tbe fact is, that the appropriation, as it stands,
would hardly be sufficient to pay an outstanding bill for gra¬
nite, due to a quarry in Massachusetts, which amounts, if I
am well informed, to something over seventy thousand dollars.
The demand on the part of the Treasury waa two hundred
thousand dollara over and besides the allowance made in the
deficiency bill which ws passed early in the session. I can¬

not doubt that the 8enate will readily correct the error, by
suffering the amendment to pass which I now send to tbe
chair, the object of which is, to strike out " one," in line
964, and to insert "two," so thst the appropriation may be
two instead of one hundred thousand dollars.
The smendment was agreed to.

Mr. 80ULE. I beg leave to offer the following amend¬
ment :
"For the topographical and hydrographical survey of the

delta ol the Mississippi with such investigations as may lead
to determine the most praetieable plan of securing it from in¬
undation and the beat mode of so deepening the jesses at the

T ,h,p* 01 twe"lJr feet draught to
enter the same, $50,000."

Mr. 80ULE. Only a word, Mr. President. The calam¬
ities which Louisisns hss suffered of late years in consequence
of the frequent snd extensive inundations, occasioned by the
overflows of the Mississippi, have at last sroused the public
attention throughout the country, and provoked considerable
inquiry as to the best means of preventing tbe recurrence of
drsasters which, if renewed, would inevitably ruin and destroy
her. Many schemes hsve been devised snd suggested to ar¬

rest tbe fearful evil, but none has been able to coaciliste that
approbation and to command that support which might have
rendered an experiment under it acceptable, or even possible
Vet s vast amount of information has been collectedunder
the action of a jomt committee of the Legi.lat.re of that State,
which will, I have no doubt, be of great service hereafter, as

it will throw much light on tbe geological and bydrosrsphical
history of the regions watered by the mighty river, and furnish
a body of observations from which the surrey to be eflected
may derive most interesting and valuable daU. But until a

thorough invesugatioQ has been made of the whole delta by a

commission of scientific men, amply provided with such force*
and auch implement* a* will enable them to carry it out *uc-
cewfully, it eeem* impoaaibl« that any thing like unity can be
obtained on the part of thoee who have devoted or may bare
after devote their time and labor to tbe research of the great
desideratum, in bringing forth aome measure that may be like¬
ly to secure the aUainment of the object sought to be promo¬
ted by tbia amendment.

Besides tbe important result* thua briefly referred to,
there ia another object of vaat moment, and almoet equally
worthy of the aerioua consideration of the 8enate. I allude to
the deepening of the paaaea at the mouth of the Mississippi.
And tbia concerna not only that particular aection of country
which ia made the special point of survey, but the whole
Lnion, and, indeed, tbe civilized world. The Mississippi ia
the main outlet through which have to paaa tbe uncountable
million* of produce raiaed in tbe gorgeous valley which bathes
in its waters, to be thence distributed to all parts of the inhab¬
ited globe,

It is known, Mr. President, that no later than fifteen or

twenty years ago, there were paaaea at the entrance of it deep
enough to admit veasels drawing upwarda of seventeen feet of
water. Those passes, through the depositee of tbe river, have
gradually filled, ao that they scarcely atibrd now a depth of
more than twelve feet. Tbe ahipping and mercantile inter¬
ests ef the country have been much injured by, and still suffer
heavily from, the obstruction* thus accumulated at the entrance
of that southwestern inland sea, and both require that imme¬
diate steps be taken to remove them. The survey which tbia
appropriation contemplates to inatitute, will, in all probability,
lead to tbe adoption of a scheme through which an end ahall
be put to a hindrance which, if not provided against, must
soon close all ingrea* to and egrea* from the river to all but
the poorest kind of craft and to fi»hing boat*.
The amendment waa agreed to.
Variou* minor amendment* were offered and disposed of ?

after which, on motion of Mr. BADGER, the 8enate pro¬
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, and after
aome time spent therein, the doors were re-opened and
The Senate adjourned.

Monday, September 23, 1850.
At eleven o'clock the 8enate proceeded to the consideration

of the bill making appropriations for tbe civil and diplomatic
expenses of the Government for the year ending the 30th of
June, 185lf and for other purposes.

Mr. BENTON moved to amend by adding the following :

" For continuing and completing tbe experiments to test
the capacity and uaefulness ofthe electro-magnetic power aa a
mechanical agent, for the purposea of navigation and loco¬
motion, and the probable coat of using the aame in drivii g a
ship at sea, a boat on a river, or a nulroad car, or either of
them, with an engine of one hundred horse power, according
to the invention of Profeaaor Page, the aura of $46,000, in-
eluding the balance remaining from the appropriation ofMarch
3, 1849, for the aame object; to be expended under the super¬
vision of the Secretary of the Navy, in making practical ex¬

periments of said inveution according to the plan to be pre¬
pared and conducted by Profeaaor Page { aad the Secretary ot
the Navy ia authorized to allow to the said Professor Page a

compensation for hia aervieea in giving his whole time to such
exP*f'n,en',»a ,urn equal to the pay of an examining clerk in
the Patent Office."

Mr. BENTON. I do not propose to say anything in favor
of that resolution, becsuse the subject of it has spoken best
for itself. Professor Page brought his machine into Wash¬
ington city about two months ago, aod exhibited it for four
successive evenings, that all persons might come and examine
it,' the learned and the unlearned, the mechanical, and those
who are not mechanical. Besides that, be has bad his ma¬
chine subject to inspection at his own house, two or three
miles out of the city, almost every evening since, and a great
many persons, members of Congress and others, have been
out to see it. I do not propose to say any thing more about
it than to explain the amendment. The amendment ia a con¬
tinuation of the appropriation adopted at the last session of
Congress, when the sum of $20,000 was appropriated for
these experiments, the money to be expended and applied, as
this amendment proposes, under the supervision of the Secre¬
tary of the Navy. Professor Page was then, and now is, a

clerk in the Patent Office. Like nuny other persons in our

country he has to support his family by following some pur¬
suit. Every thing, then, that he has done unler that $20,000
appropriation has been done in the evening, after six hours'
service in tbe Patent Office, from nine in the morning till three
in the afternoon. He bad then in this interval.after six
hours'work in the Patent Office, and the hardest kind .of
work; for he is one of the examiners.brought up hi* engine
from one-third of a horse power to about four horse power
¦t the time it was exhibited at the Smithsonian Inatitute, and
to about *eyeq and a half now. That ia to say, the 'same
capacity which at the Smithsonian Institute gave but four
horse power, now gives seven and a half horse power. That
is the progress made since that time, and that is the progress
u0w going on. He has been confirmed in a principle of the
greatest moment, in any invention where power is to be used
for (he propubion or moving of any thing. I will state it in
his own words: "I demonstrated the important principle
that the power is in the duplicate ratio of the battery employ¬
ed." Which means, I suppose, that wbe» he has added the
power of one horse to the battery he ha# gained the power of
two in the operation. j
Of the appropriation of $20,000 at thtf last session there is

but $6,000 remaining. The account for (be whole has been
settled at tbe treasury io a most regular manner. The appro¬
priation now asked Tor » $40,000, in addition to the $0,000
remaining. Professor Page tells me that with tbe balance re¬

maining, from the advance which he haB made, be expect* to
be able to run a car on a railroad of ten or twelve horse power,
and that he will actually run it. The $40,000 is for a larger
experiment.an experiment either upon a ship employed in
carrying merchandise or upon a ship of war, and be has re¬
duced it to the smallest amount sufficient for that purpose.
The amendment of this session differs only from the one

which I offered a year ago, and which was adopted last ses¬

sion by both bouses of Congress, in authorizing the Secretary
of the Navy to compensate Professor Page for bis personal
labor, on condition of his giving his whole time to the ex¬

periments. He tells me that if that is done he will resign
his clerkship and devote his whole time to it; but if that is
not done he has to support his family and must retain hia
clerkship, and can only give his evenings, after six hours
work in the Pstent Office, to it.

Mr. President, the experiments of Professor Page have bean
subjected to every kind of test. Mechanics have examined
them, scientific men have examined them, and they have been
the subject of an examination in an assemblage of scientific
men at New Haven, in Connecticut, a short time since. On
that occasion Professor 8illiman, the elder, so well known to
the scientific world, stated a very remarkable fact with respect
to Professor Page. He said, "That some fifteen years ago
* Df- P'g®. then quite a youth, brought to hia laboratory a
'miniature model of his engine, and that he (Piof. 8.) in-
' dulged at that time high hopes of thia invention. From the
*great progreas made in so short a time, and from what he
. now saw and heard, he believed great results would flow
.from it."

Mr. President, it was, I believe, the great Sir Isaac New¬
ton who, speaking of hia own discovery, and those of other
eminent men, said that it waa a great mistske to suppose that
any great discoverer or great inventor conceived all at once,
or discovered all at once, the great principle or the great ob¬
ject for which he was in search ; but that he began with hav¬
ing a mere glimmering of it, a dubious view of something
which, being pursued, expanded and matured until vast re¬
sults flowed from it. That seems to have been the case with
Professor Page, who, fifteen years ago, when a mere boy,
carried his invention to Professor Silliman, and then excited
hopes in Professor Silliman's mind which he is proud to say
are now wholly confirmed.

Professor Johnson remarked that:
" Professor Page had paid too mueh for hia zinc, and that

his horse-power ought to be ten cents instead of twenty cents.
At all events, a great advance had been made ; for in Europe
the cost ofthis power had been fi*ed at fifty times that of steam
under the most favorable circumstances; that is the highest
price of steam and the lowest of magnetic power."

Professor Psge has brought them down to about equal, and
when every thing else is considered it will be infinitely the
chespest.

I refer to one single esse now, and that is in dispensing
with the use of these chimneys, which run up from every
steamboat, which entirely prevent their being employed in
some places on account of bridges, and in others produce
great inconvenience. If this power was used, there would
be no such obstacle. Professor Johnson went on to remark
that it was free from the dangers attending the use of steam.
Professor Henry, well known to us all, the secretary of (he
Smithsonian Institution.
" Said he had witnessed with great interest Dr. Page's ex¬

periments before the Smithsonian Institution, and was much
delighted with the ingenuity exhibited in overcoming difficul¬
ties heretofore existing. Dr. Page had produced by far the
most powerful electro-magnetic engine ever made within his
knowledge."
We may say, then, that it is the most powerful in the

world; for I believe tbat Professor Henry knows all that there
are in the world. Professor Pierce, of Harvard University.
"Said that this mode of measuring the power was entirely

correct, and the best that could have been adopted by Dr. Page
for the purpose. It was better than raising a weight, as it en¬
abled him to work his engine for several houra under the load
and thereby ascertain the cost. It was the mode most com¬

monly practised for measuring the power of enginea. He telt
astonishment and great delight at the results obtained by Dr.
Page. It waa truly a great result to raise 300 pounds of iron
by magnetism through tuch a distance, and keep it in such ra¬

pid motion. This experiment alone carried conviction."
I will state, Mr. President, that I was one of the committee

to whom wss referred the memorial of Professor Morae, at the
time that he applied to Congress for some assistance to'enable
him to complete his experiment for the electro-magnetic tele¬
graph ; tbat wonderful piece of machinery, which is now
spread over the continent, whieh goes from the Atlantic high
up on the Missouri, and which strikes the Mississippi at vari¬
ous points, from it* mouth to near the Fella of St. Anthony 5
that great machinery waa then exhibited in one of the com¬
mittee rooms of thia- Capitol. W. saw it io it* seminal prin-

ciplea in the committee room, and although { was one oiA
thorn who concurred in the report that the Government should
extend to Profeesor Mora* #30,000 tor the purpose at anahbag
htm to make hie experiment* yet I had no idea at that time
that piece of machinery, worked over the committee raofl^
waa to be worked over the entire continent, and to enable ua
to converee with each other at a distance of thoasende at milea
Congress gave the $30,000, and the raeult is known. We
ask now lor $40,000 to make a trial of this great power on .
scale commensurate to the business purposes of life, to mm
merce, and to war.

Mr. CASS. This subject was up, not merely in con¬
nexion with this point, but generally, some year or two ago;and then I entertained an intention, which I regret I did not
follow up, to call on the Executive Government for a state¬
ment of the sums expended in abortive experiments. I be¬
lieve it would be found to amount to a fearful sum. I am
utterly opposed to the policy, though I am ready to acknow¬
ledge the value of the experiment. I trust that it will provesuccessful; but 1 believe the Government should be the last
agent to interfere with theae matters, and that they should be
lett to individual enterprise. If we are to meddle in this caae,why not io every other by which science and the arte are to
be promoted. It is not one of the functions of the Govern¬
ment. If the idea shall be carried into effect, let it be patent¬ed ; and if we deaire to avail ouraelvea of it, we can pay for
it, as others would. Let it be left to individual enterpriae,where it may be most safely left.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 doubt very much the pro¬
priety, and indeed the power, to make such an appropriation.I doubted its propriety wheu the first appropriation was
made. It will be seen that the increase of the appropriationasked for is quite as rapid as the increaae ofthe power described
by the Senator from Missouri. Twenty thousand dollars waa
first given fer experiments, and $40,000 is asked now to
carry tbem out; and the next session, perhaps, $80,000 will
be asked to apply them. Where does Congress get the power
to make this appropriation ? for that is the queatioo we should
ask ourselves in the exercise of our legialative power over anysubject. It is surely not in the constitution, and I know no
other source of power to which Congress «^n apply. The
constitution gives Congress power "to promote the progieseof science and useful arts, by securing, for limited times, to
authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respectivewritings and discoveries." That waa the whole grant of the
constitution. To carry out that grant we establiahed a pa¬tent office, and grant patent* and copyrights, and the exclu¬
sive right to books and discoveries. But, sir, the propositionof the Senator from Missouri is to make this Government, not
the guardian of the rights of authors and discoverers, but the
patron of arts and inventions. We are to run the hazard of
the utility of a supposition of some inventor, and appropriatethe money, without the possibility of deriving that benefit from
it which every capitalist requires in his own eaae. Indeed, I
see no limit. The Senator from Missouri very graphically de¬
scribed the thirsty craving of the sand that w«s going to
drink up the water drawn from the reservoir* on the Ohio ;
but the thirst of the sand would be quenched when kept co¬
vered with water, and they would not demand further drink ;
but how, and in what mode, can we suppress the constant
uprising of inventors to demand appropriations from Con¬
gress } It may come to pats that speculating Tien, cheva¬
liers de Industrie, will seek it as a mode of drawing moneyfrom the treasury, without any expectation that their experi¬
ments would succeed. Are we to sit here as a body of exa¬
miners, to ascertain the merits and to decide upon the proba¬
bility of each proposition submitted, and determine whether
we shall advance money upon it or not ? Surely this would
be diverting us from our legitimate course ; and surely, too,
the whole matter is in direct violation of the constitutional
provision. But, as to the question of merit, I deny nothing
to Professor Page for any invention or discovery which I sup¬
pose he may claim; but it must be recollected that this in¬
vention was familiar to the country some years ago, when an
obscure blacksmith, I think, from Vermont exhibited a little
model machine in the various cities in the northeastern part ofthe United 8tates. As long ago as the winter of 1837,1 saw it
worked by this very mode of applying electro-magnetic power.But, sir, there is another idea ; and the public press, in re¬
cent articles, must have attracted the attention of every Sena¬
tor to it. A young man, known a few yeara ago very
favorably as an artist and painter of portraits and historical
pieces, has for years been experimenting upon tVxis same sub¬
ject. He has made an engine in Baltimore ; and, if we
may credit the statements in regard to it, he has obtained a
higher power than has Professor Pfcge. Poor and friendless,
he yet struggled alone, and againat Professor Page with an

appropriation of $20,000 from the Government to aid bint.
Some time ago he filed bis caveut in the Patent Office for hia
invention, and since then he has been perfecting it, with .
view to obtain a patent. Now, he has at least the right to
ask from Congress " bands off," and that, in this fair strug¬
gle between rival genius, he may be allowed, poor and with¬
out aid, to enter the contcst with Professor Page to the final
goal of a patent.

^

If Conjures*, however, shall deC^a
make this appropriation, I claim that he shall be put on an
equality; but I make no such claim now, for I am opposed to
the whole principle of voting money for any species of expe¬riments, and particularly at this time, when we see that the
first abuse leads to such results.

Mr. BENTON. I wish to say but a word. Professor
Page, in the year 1839, got about as far, I believe, as snyother experimenter has yet gone. He has since abandoned the
principle upon which be was acting then, and adopted ano¬
ther, in which, I apprehend, he has gone further than any onehas yet gone; and it is one which makes the results of what
be is now doing far beyond in value any thing that could be
derived in value from (he old principle. The old way is de¬
scribed in Professor Silliman's journal for 1839. But, without
going into that matter, I may say that Professor Psge had long
had this thing before Congress.long enough to have enabled
every member and the whole public to have judged of it for
themselves. Before the appropriation was asked at the last
session, be exhibited hia engine in tbia city to every body.
A committee of Congress was appointed to go and examine it,
and upon the report of that committee $20,000 waa appro¬
priated. Since that time he has carried on hia experimenta
under the aupervision of the Secretary of the Navy, ao that
every thing he has been doing since that time has been sub¬
jected to the eye of authority, and that authority an officer of
the Government. Besides that, he has on all occasions sub¬
mitted bis experiments to the examination of every member
of Congress who might choose to go and look at them. He
has therefore brought forward his invention in a way to claim
the highest aanction that could be claimed for it. With re¬
spect to future appropriations, the amendment itself is distinct
and specific. What is now asked is, to try the experiment
upon a scale commensurate with some of the great purposes
of life. The $40,000 is to prepare a vessel and apply that
power to it, and run it, if it can be run, so as to decide the
question. And I think the magnitude of the object requires
that it should be placed beyond a doubt one way or the other.

Mr. DICKIN80N I rise to state a feet, and to ask a
vote on this question. I have just received a letter from one
of my constituents in New York, wboee character is well
vouched for, asking me to endeavor to get an appropriation
for him for experiments in a valuable invention and discovery
he has made in regard to steam engines. He cites the fact
that Professor Page received an appropriation of $20,000
last year, as a precedent for the appropriation which he asks
to be made to himself.

Mr. FOOTE. After what my colleague has said, I deem
it unnecessary to go elaborately into this subject. I certainly
concur with him in every thing be has said, both as regarda
the impolicy of this appropriation, and the merits of one of
our constituents, of whom he has spoken so favorably. I
must say, also, that, although I voted for the former appro¬
priation for this purpose, I have been dissatisfied with myself
ever since ; for I think it was the most wasteful expenditure
of public money in a small way this Government haa ever
practised within my recollection ; and a repetition of the act
would be marked with exceeding folly and indiscretion. I
therefore cannot vote for this amendment. I heard Profeseor
Page lecture twice, and I do not wish to call in question hia
ability and capacity as a lecturer, a man of ecience, or as a
gentleman. I heard him when he lectured in the hearing of
the committee, and I heard him only a few weeks ago, and
my own opinion it, that he is not much better informed on
the subject now than he was a year or two ago. At any rate, I
listened to his last lecture with less interest and no more edi¬
fication than I did to his first; and during the whole of that
lecture I was lamenting that I had ever concurred in an ap¬
propriation of money to enable him to indulge in a course of
experiments which seem to attract the admiration of some
gentlemen in so especial a manner.

I do trust that the Senate will not again throw away any of
the public money in that manner. We had an understanding
a few weeks ago that all our past follies in this line were here¬
after to be avoided ; and, although we had been hitherto ex¬

travagant in the publication of books, maps, See., that here¬
after it is our design to reform ourselves in that respect, snd to
avoid the unnecessary waste of the public money which had
heretofore been practised.

Mr. G WIN. I recollect that when I was a member of the
other house, some eight years sgo, a proposition waa brought
up to give to Professor Morse $30,000 to make experiments
in his electro-magnetic telegraph; and we heard then just
about (the same train of remark in opposition to it as haa
been indulged in by the Senator from Mississippi on thia oc¬

casion. It baa proved, however, to be one of the most valu¬
able and important discoveries of the sge, and one which I
believe would not have been put in operation for yeara had
the Government not then assisted him. Therefore, with thia
example before me, I shall vote for tbe small appropriation
wbich ia here proposed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I w»h to amend tbe item "For
supply of deficiencies ia the fund for the relief of sick seamen,
including tbe fumiabing of five new marine bospitala now

building, via : Paducab, Kentucky ; Chicago, Illinois; Nat-
chea, Mississippi; Napoleon, Arkansas ; St. Louis, Mieaouri,
$200,000by adding, "For tbe relief and protection of
mariners and boatmen on the Western waters, to be disburs¬
ed under tbe direction of tbe Secretary of the Treasury,
$10,000."

I wish to state to the 8enate some facts in regard to this
sutjjct. I have read the clause which shows that the de&-


